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The Changes in the Pronunciation of Character “4&”
Fang Shih-to

As a result of the present movement of encouraging and preserving Chinese culture,
more emphasis is given to reading the classics, which in turn gives rise to the problem of
the difference between the classical and the spoken pronunciations. For the pronunciation of
character “#” the author was involved in a hot debate in the Central Daily News in March
and April 1967. The present article is a further effort to clarify the issue, basing the following
points:

1. From the source materials in the phonetic history of Chinese: (a) The ancient pronun-
ciation of “nga” according to the Shih Ching; (b) the medieval pronunciation of “nga”
according to the Kwang yun; (c) the modern pronunciation of “uo” according to the Chung
Yuan Yin Yun; (d) as Nicolas Triganet indicated in 1626, no pronunciation of “0”(%) had
existed before the seventeenth century; (e) the pronunciation of “7 T” in the 1920 Dictionary
published by the Ministry of Education, and that of “NGO” in Mathew’s Chinese-English
Dictionary; (f) the alphabet “&7”(o) was added at the end of 1920

2. From the local dialects the pronunciation of “F%” shows four different ways: (a) “ng

»

Shanghai ‘(ngu); (b) “n”-Lanchow (no); (¢) “g”-Taiwan (gua); (d) “o”-the North and the

Southwest (uo).
3. From the phonetic viewpoint the following changes of pronunciation are found: (a)
from the ancient to the medieval times-a—a; (b) from the medieval to the modern times-

0
(1—»{%»; (c) in the international phonetic keys, the lips are rounded with “0” and not with

“%”, no great difference existing.

W6 qs 29 k2 25 25 s
K 5 %‘él;%.%‘
7 ¥ 21
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